
  
  
  

COMTO   NORCAL   ELECTS   NEW   BOARD   OFFICERS   
New   Chapter   President   Pledges   to   Expand   the   Number   of   Events   That   

Connect   Minorities   with   Opportunities     

July   1,   2020   
  

OAKLAND,   CA   -   The   Northern   California   chapter   of   the   Conference   of   Minority   Transportation   
Officials   (COMTO)   welcomes   its   newly   elected   board   officers   to   uphold   and   further   the   mission   
of   the   transportation   industry’s   premier   organization   dedicated   to   the   training,   education,   and   
professional   development   of   minorities.   
  

By   a   unanimous   vote,   members   of   the   Northern   California   COMTO   chapter   elected   Shelia   
Evans-Peguese   as   its   President.    Members   also   elected    Gabi   Brazzil    as   Vice   President,    Jesus   
Vargas    as   Treasurer,   and    DeNise   Blake    as   Secretary.    Each   officer   will   serve   a   two-year   term.   
  

On   Thursday,   June   25,   2020,   Valley   Transportation   Authority   General   Manager   and   CEO    Nuria   
I.   Fernandez    swore   in   the   four   officers   virtually.    The   swearing-in   took   place   over   Zoom   to   
ensure   the   health   and   safety   of   members   during   the   Coronavirus   (COVID-19)   pandemic.     
  

President   Evans-Peguese   who   serves   as   the   San   Francisco   Municipal   Transportation   Agency   
(SFMTA)   Senior   Compliance   Officer,   pledged   to   connect   more   minorities   with   opportunities   in   
the   transportation   industry   by   increasing   the   number   of   professional   development   events.     
  

“We   can   do   this,”    Evans-Peguese   said.    “These   events   will   provide   technical   support,   
education,   and   networking   opportunities   to   public   and   private   transportation   professionals,   
connecting   them   with    contracting   and   employment   opportunities.”     
  

Evans-Peguese   is   committed   to   expanding   the   chapter’s   reach   to   serve   minority   students,   
contractors,   public   board   members,   and   other   industry   professionals   -   a   vision   echoed   by   Vice   
President   Brazzil.   
  

“My   work   will   be   largely   focused   around   operations,   technology   platforms,   and   partnerships   to   
create   content    I   hope   engages   and   inspires   our   members,    and   continues   the   cornerstone   work   
of   reaching   back   to   the   youth   and   bringing   them   up    to   the   next   level,”   says   Brazzil.   

https://www.linkedin.com/in/gabi-brazzil-ab089a97/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jesus-vargas-25b105b/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jesus-vargas-25b105b/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/denise-blake-44477918a/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/nuriafernandez1/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/nuriafernandez1/


  
  

Outgoing   president   Beverly   Greene,   Executive   Director   of   External   Affairs,   Marketing   and   
Communications   for   AC   Transit,pledged   her   support   for   Evans-Peguese   and   the   new   
administration.     
  

“Sheila   served   as   my   vice   president   for   four   years,”   Greene   said.   “Her   dedication   to   COMTO’s   
mission   to   connect   minorities   with   opportunities   is   second   to   no   one.   I   want   to   thank   her,   Gabi,   
Jesus   and   DeNise   for   stepping   into   these   leadership   roles   and   moving   the   chapter   forward.”    
The   roots   of   the   Northern   California   chapter   are   palpable,   with   the   past   decade   of   former   
presidents   and   administrations   among   those   in   attendance   at   the   new   board   installation.   The   
board’s   energy   and   momentum   will   lead   the   chapter   to   new   heights.   Become   a   member   of   
COMTO   NorCal    here .   
  
  

ABOUT   US:   
The   Conference   of   Minority   Transportation   Officials   (COMTO)   is   a   national,   multi-ethnic   
organization   founded   in   1971   to   advocate   for   the   transportation   careers   and   transportation   
needs   of   minorities.   COMTO   currently   has   39   chapters   throughout   the   United   States   and   over   
3,000   members   from   various   transportation-related   corporations,   small   businesses,   government   
agencies   and   universities.   This   chapter   currently   represents   businesses   and   government   
agencies   throughout   the   9-county   San   Francisco   Bay   Area.   Key   local   programs   underway   
include   scholarships,   internships,   industry   awards,   collaboration   with   other   local    professional   
organizations,   jobs   bulletin,   and   representation   on   public   agency   advisory   boards.     
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https://members.comtonational.org/page/membershipapp

